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Editor’s Comments 

In this issue, there is news of the effects of the   

Covid-19 virus are affecting rail travel, as well as  of 

the efforts being taken to stop it. 

 

Since our June meeting has already been canceled, 

for the next issue of Headlight & Markers, please 

email or send photos and/or descriptions of how 

you are passing the time during our current 

“staycation.”   I have created a new email address 

headlight.markers@yahoo.com for electronic sub-

missions, for now and the future.   

Perhaps you’ve thought of submitting an article 

or two --- now would be a great time to do so!   

 

As I write, things seem to be getting closer to a 

“Normal” and we are getting closer to the light at the 

end of the tunnel!  

Dave Puthoff 

mailto:cincinnatirrclub@gmail.com
mailto:headlight.markers@yahoo.com
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President’s Comments 
May, 2020 

By Chris Mayhew 

May 2020 

• June 4 MEETING CANCELED  

• May 8 Summerail 2020 Marion has been CANCELLED due to COVID-19 by the organizers. The promi-
nent railroadiana sale and photography show was held at Cincinnati Union Terminal in coordination with 
the club for many years. CRRC has continued to assist with organizing table spaces for the railroadiana 
show in Marion. The organizers are looking ahead to a 2021 show. 

Be good to yourselves and others right now. 

Chris Mayhew 

Hello fellow Cincinnati Railroad Club members, 

 

It's apparent that the scheduled June 4 in-person meeting was too difficult to pull off.  

I will say that there is a lot going on in the world, as we all know, and that I hope we 

can get back to having more fun with railroading as soon as possible. There is no sched-

uled meeting at this time, but the board will continue to evaluate and consider the possi-

bility of scheduling a future meeting.   

 

On a happier note, follow the club's Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/

CincinnatiRailroadClub/ to see some of the past CRRC trip brochures and some vintage 

photos from trips. Don't have Facebook? Don't worry, we'll try to keep putting more 

of these in H&M as photo compilations or articles. 

The Cincinnati Museum Center has announced 

that the museum will re-open on July 17, 2020 

(initially without the Children’s Museum). 

Cincinnati–In-Motion exhibit, photo by Dave Puthoff 

https://www.facebook.com/CincinnatiRailroadClub/
https://www.facebook.com/CincinnatiRailroadClub/
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Amtrak News 

By W. Mike Weber                                                                                                             

FROM THE WALL STREET JOURNAL, by Ted Mann May 26, 2020: 

 

Ridership and ticket revenue have fallen by 95% since the pandemic began, Amtrak Chief Executive 
Bill Flynn said in the memo. 

WASHINGTON—Amtrak is preparing to cut up to 20% of its workforce in the next fiscal year as the national 
passenger railroad continues to suffer from a huge decline in ridership as the coronavirus pandemic brought 
most travel to a halt. 

Ridership and ticket revenue at the company have fallen by 95% since the pandemic began, Chief Executive 
Bill Flynn told Amtrak workers in an internal memo on Tuesday. 

While Amtrak is planning to slowly restart some service halted during the lockdown—including the Washing-
ton-to-Boston Acela express service on June 1—the company projects ridership in 2021 will rebound to just 
half of what it was before the crisis. 

“This may sound easy, but the climb back will be hard,” Mr. Flynn wrote. To return to even half of the rail-
road’s past ridership will require “substantial growth over the next 16 months, and it will have to be achieved 
against a backdrop of stunning unemployment, socio-economic dislocation and a potential recession,” he 
wrote. 

Amtrak employs more than 18,000 people nationwide. It plans to make the job cuts by October, the memo 
said, the start of Amtrak’s 2021 fiscal year. 

An Amtrak spokeswoman declined to comment. 

Amtrak will begin its job reductions by offering buyouts and retirement incentives, Mr. Flynn said in the 
memo, “before we resort to involuntary separations.” 

A spokeswoman for the Transportation Trades Department, AFL-CIO, a coalition of unions that includes 
Amtrak workers, declined to comment. 

The pandemic has devastated the finances of the railroad, which had been steadily reducing its adjusted operat-
ing losses in recent years. 

The company received more than $1 billion as part of the CARES Act to cover an operating shortfall in the 
current fiscal year, and executives have acknowledged that the railroad will need additional financial help to 
cover shortfalls in ticket revenue in the coming years, as they wait for passenger demand to return. 

Amtrak has already cut $215 million in capital expenses this year and is targeting $600 million in further re-
ductions like delayed station improvements and property acquisition, CFO Tracie Winbigler told employees 
last month. 

Meanwhile, the company is trying to conserve $2.7 billion in cash on its balance sheet that has been earmarked 
for major projects, including the replacement of aging passenger cars along its heavily traveled Washington-to
-Boston corridor. 

 

Amtrak  will  restore  a  ticket  agent  to  Cincinnati  this  summer. Also  Charleston , West  Virginia 
and  13  other locations.  Thank Congress  for  this. They legislated  it!! 
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The Return of # 1385 
By Fr. Dale Peterka 

 

Last summer, in the shadow of Big Boy #4014 and all the doings out west,   there was a quieter –and 
yet more impressive—drama unfolding in St. Louis, Missouri. In a foundry somewhere in the Gate-
way City, a brand new steam engine boiler was being loaded onto a flatbed for the journey to a shop 
in North Freedom, Wisconsin, where frame and drivers awaited! 

Over the years, we have seen dozens of steam locomotives taken from display or from some lonely 
scrap yard and restored to service. The story was most often the same: a year or two of crowds and 
fan trips around the country, and then the old steamers invariably reach their mechanical limits and 
are retired to display once again. And oblivion. Remember 2101? 614? 1218? 

In 1956, the Chicago Northwestern Railroad was busy buying new diesels and sending their old steam 
engines to the breakers. One such was Ten-wheeler #1385, which spent its last years making steam 
for ore-thawing. In 1961, the engine was claimed by a historical group in Wisconsin –for $2600. Two 
years later, the group had bought an abandoned branch line near Baraboo, and the Mid-Continent 
Railroad Museum came into being.   

The Mid-Continent avoided the two dangers of such enterprises. One: they refused to accept dona-
tions of railroad junk offered by railroads or other museums. Two: they confined their attention to one 
small era of railroad history: the late 19th century. There would be no great rusting 4-8-4’s in their col-
lection! No weary passenger coaches from the shoddy ’60’s. No ugly diesels with broken cab win-
dows and one traction motor missing. Today there are four or five steam engines in the yard at North 
Freedom, all of them at least a century old, and all of them on the short list for repair and restoration. 

Their biggest locomotive is the #1385. A member of crowded class R1 (325 engines!) it came from 
Alco in 1898. Coal-fired, it boasts six 63-inch drivers and a four-wheel front truck. Cylinders are 
21x26-inch. Piston valves indicate a later modification. 

It had a busy few years after its return to active service: a pair of Golden Arrow Excursions out of 
Madison in 1984, annual runs 1984-86 to Milwaukee with the Baraboo Circus train, a few excursions, 
and daily runs for visitors at the museum in North Freedom. (An excursion to Chicago in 1993 for the 
annual convention of the NRHS was cancelled when the track to Chicago was blocked by flood wa-
ters.)  

By 1998, the Happy Time had ended. State and federal inspectors swarmed over the famous Ten-
wheeler, finding flaws in every sheet and staybolt. It was time for the old hog to retire.  

The museum and its dozens of volunteers were not satisfied. A complete rebuild was in order! Short-
age of funds, the 2008 recession and a flood of the museum property in 2009 were only temporary 
distractions. The work would include a brand new boiler.  

Serious work on the frame and wheels began in 2012. The new boiler arrived and was set in place 
September 26, 2019. Work on “appliances” continues.  

Look on You Tube for videos telling the #1385 story!                
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The Return of # 1385, Continued from Page 4 

Photos by Fr. Dale Peterka 
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California High Speed Rail Project 
Reported by The High Speed Rail Alliance 

 

Lawmakers in the California Assembly held an oversight hearing to discuss the state’s ongoing high-
speed rail project. It included reports on the project’s progress so far, along with discussion of its 
future in light of budget pressures created by the COVID-19 pandemic. David Kim, secretary of the 
California State Transportation Agency, and Brian Kelly, CEO of the state’s High Speed Rail Au-
thority, offered strong statements of support and optimistic accounts of the project’s progress.       

Kim compared its scale and impact to that of massive New Deal projects like the Golden Gate 
Bridge and the Pacific Coast Highway. He noted that it is supporting jobs and providing economic 
stimulus at a time of dire need, with more than 500 small businesses involved in the construction. He 
also noted that building car and airplane infrastructure with the equivalent passenger capacity of the 
project’s Phase 1 line would cost more than $150 billion.    

Kelly reported that about 40 percent of the first, 119-mile segment is now complete. The Authority 
aims to extend that segment by 52 miles, so that the endpoints of the Central Valley line will be Bak-
ersfield (to the south) and Merced (to the north). The estimated completion date for the 119-mile 
segment is December 2022.  

Kelly emphasized that the Authority remains committed to building the full Phase 1 line envisioned 
for the project, which will run from San Francisco to Anaheim (south of Los Angeles). It’s using a 
“phased network” approach, in which segments are added incrementally, so the time-frame for com-
pleting the full line “will be entirely tied to the availability of funding.” That remains uncertain. If 
funding is secured in a timely fashion, Phase 1 could be completed by 2033. Phase 2 would extend 
the line north to Sacramento north and south to San Diego.  

Earlier this month, the California HSRA reported data on the current and future economic impact of 
the project. It will create an estimated 624,000 job years in Phase 1, and it will generate $46 billion 
in labor income and $131 billion in economic output. (Job years are year-long, full-time jobs sup-
ported by a project. Labor income includes all forms of employment—-both employee compensation 
and income earned by self-employed workers. Economic output measures the overall contribution to 
gross domestic product.)  

Kelly and Kim emphasized that the economic crisis caused by COVID-19 is no time to slow down 
or give up, given the project’s powerful economic impact. Kim also noted that, with California’s 
population expected to grow to roughly 50 million people by 2055, trains are a critical tool for meet-
ing the state’s ambitious carbon-reduction goals.  

Some lawmakers expressed doubts about the project’s first segment in the Central Valley—
especially the idea of extending it south to Bakersfield and north to Merced—on the basis that the 
money could be better spent in urban centers like the Bay Area and L.A. Some have also proposed 
diverting funds away from electrifying the line. If it uses cheaper diesel trains, they argue, the mon-
ey saved could be spent on much-needed commuter rail upgrades in L.A.  

But diesel trains, which are dirtier and slower than electrified trains, would greatly reduce many of 
the line’s potential economic and environmental benefits. And a fully electrified Central Valley 
line—with trains running from Bakersfield to Merced—is key to the big-picture goal of running high
-speed trains from the Bay Area to LA in under three hours.  

Kelly responded to the complaints and skepticism expressed by some lawmakers—notably about 

cost overruns and delays—with a strong argument for the project’s impact so far and its potential 
going forward. Calling it “transformative,” Kelly said that “I have been playing at transportation pol-
icy in California for 25 years and I have never seen a project offer as much as this one does, in full 

build-out, in terms of mobility along with environmental and economic benefits.”  

https://default.salsalabs.org/Tc0fafa86-d2b5-444f-8ac0-38188ad0de6e/5d7572b7-aeff-4887-a9b0-92ab03dead4e
https://default.salsalabs.org/T43df6a88-adae-4385-b2c5-30944659426b/5d7572b7-aeff-4887-a9b0-92ab03dead4e
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National Train Days of the Past 

By Dennis Teagle 

May 2020 

On May 8 2010 National Train Day was celebrated at the Cincinnati Union Terminal. Groups that 
participated were Cincinnati Railroad Club, Lebanon, Mason & Monroe Railroad, Entertrainment 
Junction, Indiana Transportation Museum, Railway Museum of Greater Cincinnati and All Aboard 
Ohio. A quarter scale model of the Norfolk & Western Class J steam engine  #611 built by Dia-
mond Car Works in Okeana Ohio was displayed outside on the walkway up to the Cincinnati Un-
ion Terminal. There were displays by all of the groups in the rotunda of the Cincinnati Union Ter-
minal. Here are some of the displays: 

CRRC& ITM  

   May 8, 2010 

Lebanon, Mason & Monroe Railroad  

                                  May 8, 2010 

Entertrainment Junction  

                 May 8, 2010 

Railway Museum of Greater Cincinnati  

                                   May 8, 2010 

Photos from CRRC files 
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Mike Weber 

    May 8, 2010 

All Aboard Ohio  

          May 8, 2010 

Quarter scale model of N&W Class J steam engine #611  

                                                        May 8, 2010 

National Train Days of the Past, Continued from Page 7 

Photos from CRRC files 



 9 May 2020 

Mayor Mark Mallory presenting a proclamation to Cincinnati Railroad Club Presi-
dent Fr. Dale Peterka declaring May 12, 2012 National Train in Cincinnati. Present 
at the presentation are Elizabeth Pierce, John Rockwell, Mayor Mallory, Fr. Dale 
Peterka, and Tom Bredestege.  

National Train Days of the Past, Continued from Page 8 

Photos from CRRC files 
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National Train Days of the Past, Continued from Page 9 

Amtrak station on National Train Day May 11, 2013 

Tower A on National Train Day May 11, 2013 

Photos from CRRC files 
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National Train Days of the Past, Continued from Page 10 

Giveaways from National Train Day May 11, 2013  

Giveaways from National Train Day May 10, 2014  

Photos from CRRC files 
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24 DEAD IN MIDDLETOWN TRAIN WRECK 1910 

The collision took place on Independence Day, 1910, at 1:02 PM. Two railroads were involved: 
the Baltimore & Ohio and the New York Central. The southbound NYC train was a hot express, 
the Cincinnati Flyer (#21). The B&O train, #90, was a northbound freight running on its home 
rails in Middletown.  

The B&O mainline in Middletown is the former Cincinnati Hamilton & Dayton (now CSX). 
The tracks coming north from Trenton follow the Great Miami River for some miles close by 
the riverbank. After Middletown station (now long gone), the river and the rails curve to the 
right, creating a blind spot for about a mile.  

On July 4, 1910, the New York Central train from Dayton should have been running on the Big 
Four, but in Dayton, the train was directed to take a detour on the B&O mainline. There had 
been an occurrence at Gano on the Big Four, where a pedestrian had been hit. The line was 
blocked while the investigators collected data. 

The passenger train had both a New York Central crew and a B&O pilot engineer. Their orders 
said that they would meet the B&O freight at Middletown, but the operator at Middletown was 
not told of this until it was too late. He had handed up orders to the freight train to take the sid-
ing at Poasttown, the next station north of Middletown. 

Four minutes before the collision, the West Middletown operator received a message from Day-
ton telling him to hold the freight train in the Middletown siding! By then, half the train had 
already passed his depot. The best he could do was to yell a warning to the conductor as the ca-
boose passed him. The conductor was flagging the head end when the two trains met; the engi-
neer probably could not see the warning in the blind curve.  

Twenty-four people were killed. (Later reports said thirty-five.) Another twenty-four were in-
jured. Both engineers survived.  

At the investigation, the Dayton dispatcher blamed the NYC crew for excessive speed and the 
B&O crew for negligence. In the later coroner’s hearing, the Butler County coroner blamed the 
Dayton dispatcher, the freight crew, and the B&O pilot in the cab of the passenger engine.  

A side note: the day after the collision, a seven-month-old child was found in a cornfield at the 
accident site. She had apparently been thrown from the train as the coaches disintegrated!    

Story by Jim Blount, Hamilton Journal                                     

 

Middletown Train Wreck, 1910 
 

By Fr. Dale Peterka 

May 2020 
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John Biehn’s Steam News For May 2020  

Courtesy of Jim Corbett 

May 2020 

Museum Receives Grant...The Chehalis-Centralia Railroad & Museum, located in Chehalis, Wash-
ington operates over approximately ten miles of track which is owned by the Port of Chehalis. The 
museum usually runs a relaxing train ride through the forests of western Washington state be-
hind the former Cowlitz, Chehalis & Cascade steam locomotive No. 15, a 1916 Baldwin built 2-8-2. 
After inspections of the train early last year, it was discovered that many areas of the locomotive were 
not meeting regulations and thousands of dollars worth of repairs were needed. Work on the locomo-
tive began in May of 2019 and was funded by community donations, allocated City of Chehalis tour-
ism funds, and a bequest from Kurt Anders Estate. However, more than double the amount raised was 
needed to complete the repairs that would allow the steam train to begin carrying passengers through 
the Chehalis River Valley once again. 
 

Railroad and Museum Marketing Director Mary Kay Nelson said that the most expensive aspect of 
repairing the locomotive is the welding and hiring welders that are approved by the Federal Railroad 
Administration. The strict regulations require precise work performed by skilled craftsmen. 
In early April, the 2020 supplemental capital fund bill or SB 6248 was signed by Washington State 
governor Jay Inslee. This act enabled the Chehalis-Centralia Railroad & Museum to be awarded 
$154,000 to aid in the repairs of locomotive No.15. There are some conditions including an eventual 
repayment of the funds to the state general fund plus interest. 
 

"Especially in light of all that's gone on, this is a piece of good community news. It's really positive 
news when things are a little bleak out there," said Nelson, after learning that the museum was going 
to receive the grant. "Well, the steam train is historic and I think it's important that people understand 
the history. People can go and ride the train and have that experience that the pioneers had," said Rep-
resentative Ed Orcott.  Nelson said that in light of the COVID-19 outbreak, the organization is not 
sure when they will be able to resume work. They would like to have it up and running by December. 
She also said that when the train is back up and running, the organization would like to hold a com-
munity celebration and ribbon cutting. 
 

(Thanks to Celene Fitzgerald, Daily Chronicle via Alex Mayes) 
 
Monticello Railway Museum News...The Monticello Railway Museum was founded in 1966 and 
had a goal at that time to maintain and operate steam powered passenger train excursions. In 1987, the 
museum purchased seven and one half miles of Illinois Central Gulf trackage between Monticello and 
White Heath. This track, now known as the museum's Central Division is where the museum's trains 
run today. 
 

One of the museum's premier locomotives is Southern No. 401.This 2-8-0 was built in December, 
1907. Eventually, the museum purchased the locomotive in 1967 from Alabama Asphaltic Lime-
stone.  After a brief storage elsewhere, the locomotive arrived at Monticello in 1971 and was put on 
display until 1995. In 1995, a donor stepped forward with a proposal to return an operating steam lo-
comotive to the museum, one not having run there since 1987. The best candidate for restoration after 
considering several alternatives was Southern 401. 
 

In April, 2020, the museum stated that due to uncertainty with their upcoming operating season, the 
decision was made to take Southern 401 out of service for the 2020 season. This year would have 
been the last year they were going to be able to operate 401 on its current 15 year boiler time. Instead, 
work will begin this year on its inspection with the goal of having 401 ready to operate in 2021 on a 
new fifteen year boiler ticket. 
 

The museum will be operating their normal weekend trains when their operating season begins after 
government and health officials deem it safe to do so. 
 

(Thanks to Matthew Malkiewicz) 



 14 May 2020 

John Biehn’s Steam News, Continued from Page 13 

Steam in New Hampshire...When the Conway Scenic Railroad is permitted to resume operations, their 
intent is to operate steam locomotive No. 7470 on Conway Valley Trains departing at 10:00 a.m and 1:00 
p.m on summer Saturdays and on special events for example "Journey to the North Pole" trains.  
Owing to uncertainties presented by the current situation, they may need to make adjustments to their 
schedules as best suits the necessities of public safety and ridership demands. 
 

Steam locomotive No. 7470 was built by the Grand Trunk Railway Point St.Charles Shops at Montreal, 
Quebec in 1921. She is a coal fired switching locomotive with an 0-6-0 wheel arrangement and the very 
first locomotive that the Conway Scenic owned and operated. 
 

(Thanks to Brian Solomon, Manager of Marketing and Events) 
 
Future New England Steam...New England Steam Corporation is a non profit organization dedicated to 
the restoration of Maine Central steam locomotive No. 470. This organization also strives to revive vanish-
ing trades and skills through on the job training and distribution of techical knowledge. 
The group's main focus though is the eventual restoration to operation of the former Maine Central 4-6-2 
"Pacific" type locomotive No. 470. This locomotive was built in 1924 by the American Locomotive Com-
pany and was the last steam locomotive operated by the Maine Central. 
 

Here's a restoration update: The COVID-19 pandemic has folks in Maine taking precautions as recom-
mended by medical officials. Part of this includes temporarily closing work sessions and visitation at the 
New England Steam Corp shop. What hasn't stopped is work on the 470's new tender tank. Millinocket 
Fabrication & Machine is continuing work while protecting their employees. They have completed the in-
ner baffles of the new tender and other major components of the tank just need to be assembled. 
 

Meanwhile Copia Specialty Contractors began sand blasting the 470's tender frame on May 6. The frame's 
sandblasting was completed on May 7, followed by a cleaning to rid the frame of deep pockets of sand, 
grease, creosote and even some rocks. The primer chosen for the frame is a charcoal gray and it is a quality 
covering. For more information on Maine Central No. 470's restoration, go to www.newenglandsteam.org 
 

(Thanks to Tom Schultz) 
 
Union Pacific Steam...Probably everyone already knows this but just in case...In a recent message to Un-
ion Pacific Steam Club members, Sr. Vice President and Chief Administrative officer Mr. Scott Moore 
announced that the planned 2020 steam excursion season  has been cancelled. Moore pointed to the uncer-
tainty surrounding COVID-19 and necessary social distancing measures as the country continues to recov-
er from the pandemic. "But I'm here to tell you, we're committed to 2021," Moore said. "We saw last year 
how much America loves the Big Boy, and what it can do as the giant ambassador of the Union Pacific 
Railroad. 
 
Future Montana Steam...Work on Missoula's historic Anaconda Company Engine No. 7 is chugging 

along nicely. Recently, the Historical Museum at Fort Missoula began Phase 1 in which more than 
$28,000 was raised in record time in November and December to build a timber frame shelter to protect 
the nation's oldest Willamette steam locomotive. If all goes well, the shelter, which is open-walled, should 

be in place before the Fourth of July celebration at the fort. 
 

Phase 2 is the much larger task of restoring the engine's exterior to its glory year's look, firing it up, and 
possibly even making some short runs on museum grounds. "She turns 100 in 2023, so we want to have 
her restored and beautiful and the project complete by then," said Jessie Rogers, the museum's develop-
ment associate. 
 

William Andrews Clark's Western Lumber Company in West Riverside brought the engine to these parts 
to haul log trains up and down the canyons of western Montana. It did exactly that for 25 years, first as 
Western's Engine No.3. The influential Anaconda Company's lumber division, headquartered in Bonner, 
bought out Western Lumber in 1928 and the locomotive then became No. 7. 
 

When train logging stopped in 1948, Anaconda scrapped all of its logging locomotives except two, which 
were retired but remained intact. No. 7 was one of them, and, as fate would have it, became a movie star in 
1954. Hollywood's Republic Pictures came to Bonner and made the engine the centerpiece of its B movie 
"Timberjack." It was filmed in action in several identifiable spots in Bonner and along the Big Blackfoot  

http://www.newenglandsteam.org


 15 May 2020 

John Biehn’s Steam News, Continued from Page 14 

Railway line. That was the last time it ran. The engine sat in static display in a park along highway 200 in 
Bonner for years before Anaconda's successor Champion International gave it to the Fort Missoula museum in 
1989. 
 

Museum member Larry Ingold has a history of restoring historic train engines. He spent ten years operating 
Sierra Railway's Railtown 1897 in Jamestown, California. He actually played a role of train fireman in the 
1990 film 'Back to the Future 3." 
 

He hit the ground running concerning No. 7 last spring organizing public meetings and gathering input and 
stories on how to "save" the locomotive from a rusty fate. The first step was to organize volunteer work par-
ties to examine the engine's innards. Much of the engine was disassembled and put back together to protect it 
from the weather. "That gave them a good idea of the  condition of the parts...if they were of a quality to be 
used again or not," said Ingold. Workers were really pleased with what they found internally. Ingold's dream? 
To watch a smooth-running old No. 7 smash through a giant cake on its 100th birthday. Matt Lautzenheiser, 
the museum's executive director said, "it's a pretty unique piece of history. It's national railroad history but it's 
also western Montana history." To volunteer or donate, go to fortmissoulamuseum.org 
 

(Thanks to Kim Briggeman, Missoulian, via Jay Lentzner) 
 
Durango & Silverton News...The Durango & Silverton Narrow Gauge Railroad has extended the dates of 
closure due to COVID-19 pandemic. All excursion and event trains have been annulled through early to mid 
June or until further notice. Likewise, the Durango railroad depot, museum and gift shop will remain closed 
during this time. The railroad remains optimistic they can return to service in June. However, throughout June 
and possibly into July, their operators may not be able to offer full service to Silverton. The railroad is current-
ly working on a revised schedule that will offer more limited excursions into the San Juan National Forest 
with steam and diesel excursions. For more info, please call 970-247-2733 
 

Cumbres & Toltec News...The Cumbers & Toltec Scenic Railroad announced plans to launch its milestone 
50th season with a delayed opening, a modified schedule, and a new policy for ticket changes and cancella-
tions. Twice voted North America's most scenic train ride by readers of USA Today, the historic steam rail-
road will run one train a day, six days a week from June 13 through September 11, 2020 before returning to its 
full schedule of two daily departures from September 12-October 18. If you need to cancel your reservation 
this summer, a full refund will be made if you cancel your reservation at least 48 hours prior to your trip. "We 
are thrilled to continue to tradition of steam railroading especially since 2020 is the railroad's 50th anniversary 
of ownership by the states of Colorado and New Mexico and it also marks 140 years since the first tracks were 
laid," said John Bush, president of C&TSRR. 
 

The railroad's original opening date was scheduled for the Memorial Day Weekend. That opening is now de-
layed and a schedule modified to better align with expected restrictions surrounding COVID-19. 
 

The modified schedule has trains leaving Chama and heading eastward to Antonito on Tuesday, Thursday and 
Saturday. Trains will leave Antonito and head west to Chama on Wednesday, Friday and Sunday. There will 
be no Monday train and no half day rides. 
 

Passengers will park their cars at either the Antonito station or the Chama station and take a forty- minute 
deluxe motorcoach ride before or after the train to complete the round trip journey. 
 

One special event of note will be the Roundup of Victorian Iron Horses, August 22-30. The railroad will pre-
sent a roundup of engines built before 1900 that will run on the line to commemorate this special year. The 
event will feature at least four locomotives and be based mostly in Antonito. This event will also include sev-
eral opportunities to ride behind these locomotives on trips to Osier and back. Finally, the historic re-launch of 
locomotive No. 168 has been postponed. The former D&RGW 168 is one of only two locomotives of its class 
left in the world. This 4-6-0 has been completely restored to its original 1883 brilliance and was stated to re-
turn on Opening Day in 2020. Plans for the historic reintroduction of No. 168 have been placed on hold. For 
ticket ordering, go to www.cumbrestoltec.com. 
 

(Thanks to Valley Courier. Also Alex Mayes and Farol Henkle) 

http://fortmissoulamuseum.org
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P.O. Box 14157  

Cincinnati, OH 45250-0157 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

June & July 2020 Meetings     

  

 

 

The  June Meeting on June 4th is cancelled —- see the President’s Message 

Plans to have a virtual Zoom meeting in early June didn’t come together, but look for 

email updates about a possible ways to interact with as a club, either online or in person.  

May 2020 


